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Donors, Foundations, United Way Launch “Allies for Children” Advocacy Group 
City Councilman Patrick Dowd Named First Executive Director  
 
Pittsburgh, June 17, 2013 — A newly-formed Board of Directors, comprised of community and 
corporate leaders, today announced the formation of  “Allies for Children”, a child advocacy 
group designed to inspire practical policy and programmatic changes on behalf of hundreds of 
thousands of children in the Pittsburgh region.  
 
This new non-profit organization will work to build a unified and powerful voice for children 
among business, government, academic institutions and other child-serving agencies. Allies will 
advance the understanding of the needs of children, serve as a convener to ensure that those 
needs are foremost in policy deliberations at the local, state and federal levels, and advocate for 
legislative, administrative and community action for children. 
 
Initial funding for Allies for Children has been made possible through grants and support from 
the Heinz Endowments, The Grable Foundation, The Pittsburgh Foundation, United Way of 
Allegheny County and from individual board members of Allies for Children. 
 
City Councilman Patrick Dowd Named Executive Director 
 
Today, the Allies for Children Board of Directors named Pittsburgh City Councilman Patrick 
Dowd as the organization’s first Executive Director. Having served as an elected official for 
nearly a decade, Mr. Dowd, a former educator and member of the Pittsburgh Board of 
Education, will resign his seat on City Council next month (July) to become the full-time 
Executive Director of Allies for Children.  
 
“We’re pleased that Patrick Dowd has accepted this new assignment in service to the public,” 
said Martha W. Isler, Interim President of Allies for Children and Board Chair. “He has a long-
standing reputation for working with and on behalf of children. His recent success with the ‘Our 
Library Our Future’ initiative, helped provide sustainable funding for Pittsburgh’s library system, 
and demonstrates his track record of bringing people together to solve real-world challenges. 
Patrick is especially qualified to lead Allies for Children in its work with community partners to be 
a powerful voice for the children of the Pittsburgh region, with a particular focus on the most 
vulnerable,” added Mrs. Isler. 
 
Commenting on his new assignment, Patrick Dowd said, “I am honored to be trusted with the 
responsibility of continuing my service to the community through Allies for Children. No single 
organization can meet the many needs of children, and Pittsburgh has a particular wealth of 
organizations, all of which have critically important roles to play in our mission to protect and 
enhance the lives of children in our region.”   
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“I have learned so much through public service and was pleased to be considered for this role 
and for a cause that it so important to the future of our region,” said Mr. Dowd. 
 
Mr. Dowd won re-election to a second term on City Council that extends to January 2016. He 
will vacate his seat next month and a special election for his replacement is expected to take 
place in November. 
 
“In the coming months, Allies for Children will reach out to various groups to determine how best 
we can serve as a partner to cooperate in ways that help to optimize the resources and 
advocacy for priority issues impacting our children. The richer our interactions, the deeper our 
collaborations, the more we will be able to turn public attention and community resources to 
positive outcomes for kids,” added Mr. Dowd. 

Allies for Children was transitioned from Child Watch of Pittsburgh, with a new emphasis on 
sustainable change in public policy using political action at the local and state level to benefit 
children long-term. Child Watch will continue as an advisory committee to the Allies Board and 
will work on its community education activities.   

“Allies for Children will continue projects Child Watch has initiated, including the maintenance of 
soon-to-be released “Child Well-Being” data warehouse to serve as a comprehensive resource 
for information related to child advocacy issues important to the region,” said Judy Horgan, 
Founder of Child Watch and Vice President of the Allies Board. 
  
“For those of us in the world of Early Education, the time is now to come together to support the 
needs of all children at every age.  By partnering with Allies, our collective and now amplified 
voice can inform our elected officials on good public policy. We always advocate for children 
birth to eight, and now we can be unified to advocate for a child's complete development,” 
said Michelle Figlar, Executive Director, Pittsburgh Association for the Education of Young 
Children.  
  
“Allies can provide a platform for bringing together the many professionals working on common 
issues.  We expect that Allies for Children will partner with us and others to advocate for the 
best interest of children,” said Scott Hollander, Executive Director of Kids Voice. 
 
Allies for Children will be located at the offices of the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh at 10 
Children's Way, Allegheny Square on Pittsburgh’s North Side.   
 
About Allies for Children 
 
Allies for Children will advocate for practical policy and programmatic changes on behalf of the 
tens of thousands of children in the Pittsburgh region.  Allies for Children works with business, 
government, academic institutions, and non-profit agencies to identify needs and is committed 
to meeting those needs by promoting proven public policies and evidenced-based programs 
and services. E-mail correspondence for Allies for Children should be sent to 
allies4children@gmail.com 
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